Han giver liv, nar han taler til os
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Evangelium: Johannes 8,42-51

Jesus sagde til dem: "Hvis Gud var jeres fader, ville |
elske mig, for det er fra Gud, jeg er udgaet og kommet.
Jeg er ikke kommet af mig selv, men det er ham, der
har udsendt mig. Hvorfor forstar | ikke, hvad jeg siger?
Fordi | ikke kan hgre mit ord. | har Djaevelen til fader, og
I er villige til at gare, hvad jeres fader lyster. Han har
veeret en morder fra begyndelsen, og han star ikke i
sandheden, for der er ikke sandhed i ham. Nar han
farer med Iggn, taler han ud fra sig selv; for lagner er
han og fader til lsgnen. Men jeg siger sandheden,
derfor tror | mig ikke. Hvem af jer kan pavise nogen
synd hos mig? Nar jeg siger sandheden, hvorfor tror |
mig da ikke? Den, der er af Gud, hgrer Guds ord; men |
harer ikke, fordi | ikke er af Gud." Jaderne sagde til
ham: "Har vi ikke ret i at sige, at du er en samaritaner
0g besat af en deemon?" Jesus svarede: "Jeg er ikke
besat af en deemon, jeg aerer derimod min fader, men |
vanaerer mig. Jeg seger ikke min egen eere; der er en,
der sager den, og han demmer. Sandelig, sandelig
siger jeg jer: Den, der holder fast ved mit ord, skal aldrig
i evighed se daden.”

Overvaldende godt!

I evangeliet taler Jesus om Gud som en Fader. Vi
horer at Jesus er udgdet fra Faderen og er kommet
til os, og at han e@rer sin fader, og at vi har al
mulig grund til at elske ham. Og til sidst kommer
han med dette store lafte: “Den, der holder fast
ved mit ord, skal aldrig i evighed se doden!”

Vi kan overvaldes af en virkelighed som er s&
herlig. Vi ser Gud, vores skaber, som en fader, og
far lov at veere bern, hans bern. Og hans Sen
kommer. Guds gave. Han kommer til os og taler.

- Vore tanker gér tilbage til, da Guds Sen kom som
et barn. Vi ser Betlehems marker for os. Vi ser
hyrderne og deltager i deres gleede. “Se, jeg
forkynder jer en stor gleede. I dag er der fodt jer
en frelser i Davids by.” Han er lige kommet. Og
han er ogsa vores frelser!

- Vi ser maske ogsé os selv pa et bjerg, hvor Jesus
taler og siger: “Salige er de fattige i dnden.”
Salighed og hab vokser som blomster, nir han
siger sadan. Og i samme pradiken sperger han:

He gives life when He speaks to us
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John 8:42-51 (NAS)
42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you
would love Me; for | proceeded forth and have come from
God, for | have not even come on My own initiative, but
He sent Me. 43 "Why do you not understand what | am
saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 44 "You
are of your father the devil, and you want to do the
desires of your father. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there
is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks
from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.
45 "But because | speak the truth, you do not believe Me.
46 "Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If | speak truth,
why do you not believe Me? 47 "He who is of God hears
the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them,
because you are not of God." 48 The Jews answered and
said to Him, "Do we not say rightly that You are a
Samaritan and have a demon?" 49 Jesus answered, "l do
not have a demon; but | honor My Father, and you
dishonor Me. 50 "But | do not seek My glory; there is One
who seeks and judges. 51 "Truly, truly, | say to you, if
anyone keeps My word he shall never see death.”

Overwhelmingly good!

In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of God as a Father. We
hear that Jesus has come from the Father and has
come to us, and that he honors his Father and that
we have every reason to love him. And finally, He
makes this great promise: "He who holds fast to my
word shall never see death."

We can be overwhelmed by a reality that is so
glorious. We see God, our Creator, as a Father, our
Father. We are allowed to be children, His children.
And his Son has been given to us. And he speaks to
us.

- Our thoughts go back to when the Son of God
came as a child. We see the land of Bethlehem
before us. We see the shepherds and share in their
joy. "Behold, I declare you great joy. Today a
Savior has been born to you in the city of David."
He has just arrived. And He is also our Savior!

- We may also see ourselves on a mountain where
Jesus speaks and says: "Blessed are the poor in
spirit." Bliss and hope grow like flowers when he



“Hvorfor er I bekymrede for jeres liv? Jeres
himmelske far ved, hvad I treenger til! Sédan er det
at have Gud som sin far!!

- Eller vi star midt blandt en flok kristne, som har
mistet modet og ser deden i gjnene. Ved en kaer
brors grav. Han blev syg og dede. Men Jesus
siger: “Jeg er opstandelsen og livet!” Og derpa
kalder han pa den dede Lazarus, og Lazarus
kommer ud af graven. Og vi herer Jesus siger til
os: Den, der holder fast ved mit ord, skal aldrig i
evighed se doden.

Hérde ord

Men skriftleesningen indeholder ogsé ord, som er
konfronterende, skelsattende og vanskelige at
holde ud at here pa. For Jesus sporger sine
tilhorere:

“Hvorfor forstar I ikke, hvad jeg siger? Fordi I
ikke kan hore! Og hvorfor kan I ikke hore? Fordi I
har Djcevelen til Fader.” Derefter beskriver Jesus
Djavelen og siger, at Djevelen er en morder fra
begyndelsen og en logner. Og han sperger:
“Hvorfor tror I mig ikke, nar jeg siger
sandheden? - Fordi I ikke er af Gud.”

Nu kaldes der andre billeder frem fra
bibelhistorien.

- Vi ser Edens have for os. Vi feres i tanken med
tilbage til for lenge siden, dengang livet var nyt
og menneskene splinter nye. Dengang livet
begyndte, sneg en logner sig ind pé de ferste to
mennesker, Eva og Adam. Og logneren stillede
dem et spergsmal og lirkede ved Guds ord.
Logneren sdede en lille tvivl og fremsatte en halv
usandhed. Og lagnen tog dem. Dermed var deden
kommet ind i verden.

Vi fornemmer en underlig devhed brede sig
mellem Eva og Adam. En fremmedgerelse. De er
pludselig fremmede for det, Gud havde sagt.
Fremmede for hans karlighed. Adam giver
pludselig sin kare Eva skylden for det, han selv
har gjort. Han er ved at skille sig fra Gud og Guds
gave. - Og hvad har han sa? Han har ingen
mulighed for at bevare livet. For vi har det ikke 1
os selv. En mand kan ikke fa bern med sig selv. Vi
kan ikke f4 liv og hab uden Gud og uden
feellesskab med dem, som Gud har givet os at leve
med 1 kaerlighed og troskab.

says that. And in the same sermon, he asks: "Why
are you worried about your life? Your heavenly
Father knows what you need! That's what it's like to
have God as your father!!

- Or we stand in the middle of a bunch of Christians
who have lost heart and face death. At the grave of
a dear brother. He fell ill and died. But Jesus says,
"I am the resurrection and the life!" And then he
calls the dead Lazarus, and Lazarus comes out of
the tomb. And we hear Jesus say to us: He who
holds fast to my word will never see death.

Harsh words

But the reading also contains words that are
confrontational, groundbreaking, and difficult to
bear to listen to. For Jesus asks his listeners: "Why
do you not understand what I say? Because you
can't hear! And why can't you hear? Because you
have the devil as your father.” Then Jesus describes
the devil and says that the devil is a murderer from
the beginning and a liar. And he asks, "Why don't
you believe me when I tell the truth? - Because you
are not of God."

Now other images from Bible history are called up.

- We see the Garden of Eden in front of us. We are
taken in the thought back to a long time ago, when
life was new and people are quite new. When life
began, a liar crept up on the first two people, Eve
and Adam. And the liar asked them a question. The
liar sowed a little doubt and put forward a half-
falsehood. And the lie took them. Thus death had
entered the world.

We sense a strange deafness spreading between Eve
and Adam. An alienation. They are suddenly
strangers to what God had said. Strangers to his
love. Adam suddenly blames his dear Eva for what
he himself has done. He is separating himself from
God and God's gift. - And what does he then have?
He has no way of preserving life. Because we don't
have it in ourselves. A man cannot have children
with himself. We cannot have life and hope without
God and without fellowship with those with whom
God has given us to live in love and fidelity.

At the same time, we notice that it was probably not
that long ago. Because it also happened in our lives.
And we feel that this reality can grow out of our
own hearts: Deafness. Reproaches. Isolation.



Samtidig meerker vi, at det nok slet ikke er s&
leenge siden. For det skete ogsa i vores liv. Og vi
merker, at denne virkelighed kan vokse ud af vore
egne hjerter: Dgvhed. Bebrejdelser. Isolation.
Fremmedgerelse. Ligegyldighed med Guds lofter
og Guds vilje. Tanker om, at vore egne
vurderinger kan vare lige sa gode som tydelige
ord fra Jesus Kristus. Men hvem er da vor far? Er
det djevelen? Har logneren faet os som sine? Er vi
villige til at gore, hvad han siger? — Det er
sporgsmal, Jesus stillede dengang og stiller i dag.

Modangreb

Ikke s& merkeligt, at tilhererne dengang gik til
modangreb: "Har vi ikke ret i at sige, at du er en
samaritaner og besat af en deemon?" Modangreb
er en nerliggende reaktion, nar vi ikke kan klare
os. Da gér vi til modangreb. Vi kender det fra vort
forhold til andre mennesker. Modangreb. Vi ser pa
dem, og hvad de ger. Vi tolker det lynhurtigt. Og
vi stikker det 1 na@sen pa dem. S kan de tenke lidt
over det og se, om de kan svare. Og hvis de kan
svare, har vi mere af sammen slags, som vi kan
stikke dem i1 neesen. Vi kan altid finde noget. For
de har mange fejl. De har svage sider, som vi kan
udnytte. I familien, i menigheden og i @gteskabet.

Hvor er det dog trist. Hvad skal vi med sadan et
evangelium? Det er hdrd og direkte tale om
Dj@velen og os mennesker.

Indgreb

Jesus angriber ikke, men indgriber. Han griber nu

ind 1 deres og vore hjerter med sit livgivende ord.

Vi skal hare det, fordi det er den eneste made at fa
livet tilbage pa. Det er jo den sidste s@tning 1 dag:
”Sandelig, sandelig siger jeg jer: Den, der holder
fast ved mit ord, skal aldrig i evighed se doden.”

Det siger Jesus til dem, som ikke kunne here, fordi
de havde et forhold til Djevelen, og som ikke ville
vide af sandheden. Netop til dem taler Jesus.

Men er det ikke nytteslast? Giver det overhovedet
nogen mening? Jesus har jo selv sagt, at de

ikke kan here. Hvorfor sa tale mere til dem.
Hvorfor taler han til dem og giver dem dette store
lofte? Hvordan hanger det sammen?

Brorson har fat 1 det 1 salmen ”Guds
igenfedte.” Onde vi vare og dode som stene, /

Alienation. Indifference to God's promises and
God's will. Thoughts that our own judgments can be
as good as clear words from Jesus Christ. But who
then is our father? Is it the devil? Has the liar made
us his own? Are we willing to do what he says?
"These are questions Jesus asked then and ask
today.

Counterattack

No wonder the audience counterattacked: "Aren't
we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and
possessed by a demon?" Counterattack is an
obvious reaction when we cannot cope. Then we
will counterattack. We know it from our
relationship with other people. Counterattack. We
look at them and what they do. We interpret it at
lightning speed. And we stick it in their noses. Then
they can think about it for a while and see if they
can answer. And if they can answer, we have more
of a kind that we can stick in their noses. We can
always find something. Because they have many
flaws. They have weaknesses that we can exploit. In
the family, in the congregation and in marriage.

How sad it is. What do we need with such a gospel?
It is harsh and direct talk about the devil and us
humans.

Intervention

Jesus does not attack. He rather intervenes. He
speaks to their dead hearts and to ours with his life-
giving word. We need to hear it because it's the only
way to live now and eternally. Jesus’ last word
today is: "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever
keeps my word will never see death."

To those who could not hear because they had a
relationship with the devil, and who did not want to
know the truth, Exactly to them Jesus speaks.

But isn't it useless? Does it make any sense at all?
Jesus himself has said that they cannot hear. Then
why talk to them more. Why does he speak to them
and make them this great promise? How does it all
fit together?

Brorson has grasped it in the hymn "God's Born
Again." Evil we were and died like stones, / hard in
heart like marble and steel, / it was your mighty
strength alone, / that saved us and reached its goal,



hdrde i hjertet som marmor og stal, / det var din
meegtige styrke alene, / som os fik reddet og na’de
sit mdl, / lod os ved Anden i ordet fornemme /
Frelserens levendegorende stemme. / Halleluja,
halleluja!

Jesus viser os vores virkelighed borte fra Gud — i
os selv — og viser os, at der ikke her i verden
findes et neutralt sted, hvor vi kan overveje og
beslutte os for eller imod Kristus. Dertil er morket
for staerkt. Og det har plads i1 vores vasen og natur
pa en made, sa vi ikke kan redde os selv. Men han
griber ind. Han griber ind hos de joder, han taler
til, og han griber ind hos os netop nu.

- Ligesom da jorden var ede og tom, og der endnu
ikke var noget liv. Da talte Gud! Merket og
tomheden kunne ikke here, og alligevel skete der
noget uendeligt godt. Gud talte, og der blev lys og
liv. Og Gud s4, at det var meget, meget godt. Liv i
Adams og Evas hjerter. Liv i1 den dede Lazarus.
Liv hos os.

Hans ord ger levende og frelser

Derfor taler Jesus i1 dag til os. Derfor skal vi gd 1
kirke. Derfor er andagten og bibelleesningen sé alt
afgerende for en kristen. For hver eneste af os. Vi
far ikke troen ved at holde teenkepauser med os
selv. Troen skabes alene af Jesus Kristus, nar han
taler til os. Og det gér han i Bibelens ord, nar vi
laeser det, og det praedikes klart og sandt til os.
Derfor behgver vi en menighed, som holder fast
ved Jesu ord, sd vi ogsa selv kan holde fast ved
Jesu ord.

Sandelig, sandelig siger jeg jer: Den, der holder
fast ved mit ord, skal aldrig i evighed se

doden." Med en dobbelt bekraftelse lover Jesus os
at holde os i live 1 dag og 1 morgen og i
overmorgen — og for evigt.

Da skal vi aldrig 1 evighed se deden. For Jesus sa
deden 1 stedet for dig. Han drak dedens og
dommens bager. Og nu er det tomt. Derfor er der
ingen ded og dom til dig. Derfor er vi salige! Det
er grunden til, at vi setter alt vort hab til ham og
klynger os til hans ord. Amen.

/ let us by the Spirit in the word sense / the Savior's
quickening voice. / Hallelujah, hallelujah!

Jesus shows us our reality away from God — in
ourselves — and shows us that there is no neutral
place in this world where we can consider and
decide for or against Christ. The darkness is too
strong for that. And it has a place in our being and
nature in a way that we cannot save ourselves. But
he intervenes. He is intervening with the Jews He is
speaking to, and He is intervening with us right
now.

- Just like when the earth was desolate and empty,
and there was no life yet. Then God spoke! The
darkness and emptiness could not hear, and yet
something infinitely good happened. God spoke,
and there was light and life, and God saw that it was
very, very good. Life in the hearts of Adam and
Eve. Life in the dead Lazarus. Life with us.

His Word Makes Alive and Savior

That is why Jesus speaks to us today. That's why we
have to go to church. That is why devotional and
Bible reading are so crucial for a Christian. For
each and every one of us. We do not gain faith by
taking reflection breaks with ourselves. Faith is
created by Jesus Christ alone when He speaks to us.
And he goes so in the words of the Bible when we
read it, and it is preached clearly and truthfully to
us. Therefore, we need a church that holds fast to
the words of Jesus, so that we can also hold fast to
the words of Jesus ourselves.

Verily, verily, I say to you, whoever holds fast to my
word will never see death.” With a double
confirmation, Jesus promises us to stay alive today
and tomorrow and the day after tomorrow — and
forever.

Then we shall never see death for eternity. For Jesus
saw death instead of you. He drank the cup of death
and judgment. And now it has been emptied.
Therefore, there is no death and judgment for you.
That is why we are blessed! That is why we put all
our hope in Him and cling to His Word. Amen.



